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UHBW Statement for Trust research staff regarding eligibility screening
Background: The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force on 25 May 2018. The Health Research Authority (HRA) has produced operational guidance for researchers and research-active organisations which has been reviewed by the Information Commissioner’s officer. The HRA is the body nominated to publish guidance on the implementation of the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 for health and social care research. We therefore must have regard for HRA advice. Within the guidance the HRA confirms that the legal basis for processing data for research at University and NHS Organisations is a task in the public interest. The HRA guidance also states that only members of the care team should have access to personal information in order to identify or contact patients prior to consent (i.e. for screening purposes). 
There are a range of different staff groups delivering research across UHBW and for the purpose of transparency it is important to define who is considered part of the care team. As UHBW is a research-active Trust and research is embedded in our Trust’s tripartite mission, research is considered part of clinical care. Our patients would therefore expect to be contacted about research studies that they may be eligible for.
Statement: It is agreed that all research staff at UHBW (Nurses, Trial Co-ordinators, Data Managers, Administrators etc.) are considered part of the care team and may be given access to patient identifiable information prior to consent, for the sole purpose of eligibility screening, providing the following conditions are met:
· They must have substantive or honorary contracts with UHBW NHS Foundation Trust
· They must only work under the remit of those contracts, for the role they are employed to do and under the supervision of an NHS line manager in the Trust
· They must follow the principles of the Data Protection Act 2018 and only access identifiable information for the approved research studies to which they are allocated
· They are not allowed to access patient identifiable information for any other purposes, e.g. for personal or other academic reasons.
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