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Lost in translation 
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Which methodologists to 

approach? 

1. Statistician 

2. Health economist 

3. Epidemiologist / Triallist 

4. Systematic reviewer / evidence synthesis 

5. Qualitative researcher 

6. Specialist methodologists (e.g. laboratory, activity 

measurement, dietary assessment, psychometrics, 

PPI etc.) 

7. Data & project management 
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Does every NIHR grant need a health 

economist? 

http://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/funding-for-research.htm 
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Finding the right methodologists 

• Keep it ‘in house’ versus call in the expert 

[based on complexity or clinical area] 

 

• Too many options [R&I, RDS, CTUs, MRC 

HTMR, CLAHRCWest, BRUs…]  

 

• But not enough methodologists to go around? 
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Breaking down the barriers 

• Get training 

 

• Minimising physical barriers [clinicians / 

researchers ‘in residence’]  

 

• Find a ‘champion’ 
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Engaging the methodologists 

 

• Approach early (NIHR typically gives 2mths + 

warning) 

 

• Early ‘editable’ draft and F2F meetings 

Hypocrite alert 
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Be engaged 

• Be prepared (e.g. which funding stream, 

which key outcomes, costs) 

 

• Don’t be afraid to ask questions or say no 
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Be engaged 
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Make it a collaboration 
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Get the budget right 

 

• More than ‘What’s your % FTE’? 

• Conferences / specific training 

• Computers / software 

• Publications 

• PhDs 

 

• There’s a correlation between the money 

that’s put in and the quality that comes out 
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Early communication 

 

• Start date slippage 

 

• Key appointments 

 

• Get the TMG working 

 

• Choose the TSC wisely 
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Keeping methodologists on track 

 

• Ethics 

 

• Protocol 

 

• SOPs 

 

• Analysis plan 
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Nearing the end 

 

• Extension: time : time + cost? 

 

• Co-ordinating data analysis 

 

• Publish as you go 

 

• Co-ordinating the final report 
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Questions 
 

• What did I miss? 

 

• Reverse the question: 

“What could methodologists do to make the 

most of collaborations with clinical 

researchers?” 

 

 


